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	GMC Call for evidence on doctors roles and responsibilities in child protection

	The GMC is developing new guidance for doctors to help them meet the standards of professional conduct and performance that the GMC expects of them when their work relates to protecting children and young people from abuse and neglect. The intention is to strengthen GMC guidance to both promote good practice and protect doctors from criticism. More information is available from the GMC website.
The working group consists of 14 members, including 7 doctors of whom 5 are paediatricians (membership of the group was at the invitation of the GMC and chair LJ M Thorpe). It is important that we work constructively and openly. This is an opportunity for us to demonstrate why and how working in child protection is a challenge and to ensure that the guidance produced is workable and a true representation of how paediatricians work in this difficult and highly complex area of medicine. 
 
This is not about rewriting the legal framework or the principles of the Children Act. It is about working through the practical difficulties that paediatricians have faced, reviewing whether there is any real or potential conflict or uncertainty in the multiple sources of guidance, and then where the guidance is unclear, creating clarity and illustrating that with case studies. The areas under review are: Consent and confidentiality; Relationships with parents, carers and the wider family; Doctors working in partnership (with colleagues and with other agencies); and Doctors knowledge and experience.
 
What can you do? Please contribute and help the paediatricians on the Working Group deliver a sensible and practical 'guide for all doctors who work in child protection'. We need you to send examples of issues or case studies where you have faced uncertainty or criticism, and if possible, how you worked through the uncertainties and the solutions you found. 
 
Please send any evidence for the BACCH/RCPCH response on this form to kelly.robinson@rcpch.ac.uk by 9am, Friday 17 September. You can also respond directly to the GMC (deadline 24 September) - please send a copy of your response to us as it will be most useful for us to review all the responses and hence strengthen the BACCH/RCPCH contribution.


	BACCH Annual Scientific Meeting, 11-12 October 2010, Edinburgh

	The Early Bird Registration Deadline is Monday 20 September. Click here to download the registration form. 
Trainees wishing to take advantage of the 'bring a trainee for free' offer should complete and return this form - information on booking accommodation and the dinner is on this form. You must register in advance to be eligible for this offer and by 1 October.
 
For up to date information on speakers and workshops please visit the conference website. We anticipate announcing the results of the abstract submission process in the first week of September.


	Consultations

	The following consultations have been received. If you would like to contribute to the BACCH response for any of these, please click here for further information and the relevant documents. The deadlines for responses is stated below: 

	* Food allergy in children (23 August)
* Headaches in adults and young people (27 August) 

* Evaluation pathway programme: process and methods guides (10 September)

* Epilepsy (20 September)

* Psychosis with substance misuse (20 September)


	Awards

	ACCEA 2011 Round 

We are delighted that two members recommended by BACCH have been awarded a clinical excellence award following the 2010 round of applications. If you would like to apply for BACCH and/or BACD support for the 2011 round, please visit the BACCH / BACD website for the application forms (you must apply separately to each organisation). The deadline to submit your application for support is 5pm, 24 September. 
 
ABPN WellChild Scholarship 2010  

The Association of British Paediatric Nurses (ABPN) and WellChild have linked up to offer a £1000 scholarship for nurses to improve their care for children in the community. The focus of the scholarship will be looking at improving the way children with complex health needs and disabilities can be supported in the home. Click here for more information. Please pass onto any nursing colleagues who may be interested. The deadline for applications is 10 September.


	RCP e-Learning Tool

	This e-learning tool is part of a Royal College of Physicians project developing professional standards for the structure and content of hospital admission, handover and discharge records. These standards form the basis of the e-learning modules and have been signed off by the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges and submitted to Connecting for Health for implementation by system suppliers in the NHS Electronic Patient Record programme in England. The modules are available online here for any doctor to access and use in the UK free of charge.


	Other Events

	Regional Meetings 

5 November - Thames North West 

29 November - Thames South East  
 

Affiliate / Special Interest Group Meetings
2 September - George Still Forum ADHD Study Day
19 November - BACD Trainees' Annual Meeting
26 November - CPHIG Poverty is the mother of all health - really? Abstract submission now open


